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Defining “Assimilation”

 Assimilate – to make similar; to alter; to absorb into the culture of a population or group

“Assimilation is more than just becoming a member of a group.  In fact, a person may be a member but never be assimilated into the body.  The goal is to help people feel they are wanted, that they belong, and that they are needed.” – 10 Best Practices, p.155

Why Assimilate Through the Sunday School?

· Most people are ______________ with it
· It is _______-graded….there’s a class for every family member

· It meets ____________
· It provides age-appropriate __________________
· It has an _____________________________ strategy

· It has a system for tracking _____________________
· It provides opportunities for ________________ and ________________
· It helps people build __________________
· It retains ______________ people over time than worship services alone

Dr. Thom Rainer has discovered through his research that:

· _______% of persons whose primary point of contact with the church was through a worship service were still active after 5 years

·              % of persons whose primary point of contact with the church was the Sunday School were still active after 5 years

·            % of new members will drop out in year #1 if they don’t get involved in a small group, meet new friends, and find a place of ministry

7 Indicators a Person is being Assimilated

1. ______ Attendance – how faithfully do they attend class each month…25%, 50%, 75%, or 100%?

2. _____________________ Attendance – same as above

3. ________________ – attendance without ministry can indicate a lower level of assimilation

4. Number of _________________ – 4 to 6 is the magic number.  Is it on the increase?

5. ___________________ Involvement – not the best indicator, but sometimes clues the teacher to the fact that someone may not be connecting to the class; the person may find it easier to leave if they perceive they won’t be missed

6. _____________________ Involvement – when the fun begins, are they in or out?

7. ____________________ Involvement – when the work begins, are they shoulder-to-shoulder with the rest of the class?

Actions a Bible Study Group Can Take

 to Assimilate People


· Class __________________
· ________________________

· _____________________________ activities

· _________________________ Sunday morning Bible study

· Words of __________________________
· Celebration of __________________________ occasions

· “Eight on a _________________”

· Communicate through e-mails, ______________________, Twitter

· Have ___________________ as a class one Sunday a month

· _________________ the person in their home

· Do _________________ as a class
· _________every class member, guest, and prospect to every class fellowship

· Have someone from the class offer to _________ with the guest in worship
· Contact absentees _______________
Actions a Church Can Take

 to Assimilate People


· ____________________ and _______________ ministries must have excellent assimilation practices like adult ministry

· Establish a recurring _________________________________ that emphasizes the importance of belonging to the church’s Sunday School ministry

· Start new ___________________ regularly

· Expect more from Sunday School teachers in the assimilation process
· Host a fellowship for guests __________________  following worship

· Do Bible Study Group registration quarterly in Sunday morning worship

· Have the ________________ promote Bible Study Groups during worship time

· _______________ anyone, anytime, anywhere, as long as they agree

· Have a plan to assimilate


“The higher assimilation churches had strong Sunday School organizations.  And that organizational quality did not happen by accident.  The quality was the result of hard work, persistence, perseverance, and a willingness to suffer short-term losses for long-term gains.”     High Expectations, p.37

“Sunday School is neither neglected nor accidental in the churches that are closing the back door…Perhaps the key Sunday School issue that separated higher-assimilation churches from the lower-assimilation churches was that of ______________________________.” 

High Expectations, p. 33

“Sunday School will _______________ only if you _____________ Sunday School” High Expectations, p. 36

To say it another way, “The grass is greener where you _______________________”

5 Quick Tips of Assimilation 

Tip #1 – You can be too ______________ in your follow-up

· Guests at your church are on a “__________________” – they don’t know what to expect and are often very anxious

· Don’t ask them to “_____________” your church too fast – that will ruin the “courtship”

Tip#2 – Contact by _______________ is better than contact by ____________
A survey indicates that the impact of a home visit is reduced by approximately 50% when made by a church staff member rather than people from a Sunday School class (see next slide)

5 Handles for Getting A Grip on Your Sunday School, p. 10  

Tip #3 – The ___________ you make a visit, the more likely they are to ________

A survey indicates that:

· If visited in the home within 36 hours, first-time guests return _____% of the time

· If visited in the home within 72 hours, first-time guests return _____% of the time

· If visited in the home 7 days after the initial visit, only _____% of first-time guests return the next week

5 Handles for Getting a Grip on Your Sunday School, p.10

Tip #4 – Think of assimilation in terms of a ___________, not a _________
· The average family is now visiting a church (or churches) for _____________ before committing to join (Membership Matters, p.95)

· _______________ and ______________ are the keys to moving people from being attenders to being members

Tip #5 – Consecutive visits greatly increase the likelihood of membership
· ________% of all first-time guests will become members

· ________% of all second-time guests will become members

· ________% of all third-time guests will become members
This applies if the visits are on consecutive Sunday mornings 

(Source:  The Outreach Marketing Road Show, Dallas, TX, Sept. 2006)
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